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Multi-Award-Winning
Uniguely West Australian
Telling new Australian stories

Supporting new Australian talent

ABOUT DECKCHAIR THEATRE
Deckchair Theatre is a nationally recognised powerhouse of contemporary Australian
Theatre, based in the heart of Fremantle, Western Australia. Founded in 1983, the

company has been supporting the Australian theatre industry now for nearly 30 years.

The company supports new Australian talent, fostering a love of theatre and a love of the
arts for a diverse audience both at home and nationally. We have premiered over eighty
new Australian plays, taking our audience on journeys to bold new territory and
continuously pioneering the work of new playwrights.

Deckchair Theatre produces award-winning shows that celebrate iconic Australian stories,
highlight our cultural diversity and proudly display our social consciousness.

Awards include the coveted Edinburgh International First Award for Best New Production,
Swan Gold Theatre Awards for Best Play and Outstanding Theatre Development, an
Australian Writer's Guild Award for Best New Play, Helomann Award nominations for Best
New Work and in 2009 an Equity Award for Best Director for Artistic Director Chris Bendall.
Most recently our 2011 production of The Modern International Dead was nominated for 5
WA Equity Awards and won Best Director and Best Production.




Reviews for DECKCHAIR THEATRE
productions

“It's a powerful and thought-provoking night of theatre that
should not be missed.” Australian Stage Online [Modern
International Dead]

“"Compassion provides the heart of this ambitious play that
explores international stories from a uniquely Australian

perspective. It's Deckchair back to its best.” Subiaco Post THE MODERN INTERNATIONAL DEAD
By Damien Millar March 2011

“I rarely start a review by praising the actors, director and
production crew above all else. But Deckchair’s production
of Damien Millar's much-lauded The Modern International
Dead, under the energetic and empathetic direction of
Chris Bendall, deserves foregrounding” The Australian

“There really is only one word about this night that needs to
be said. Magic!” The West Australian [Krakouer]

“The Story of Jim and Phillip Krakouer bursts on the audience
from its opening moments and barely lets up...The cast
members give bravura performances...” The Australian

o - . . o . KRAKOUER! by Reg Cribb
Visually exciting and m’relle(;:’ruolly stimulating” Sunday Times Victoria Hall. Fremantle — 2009
[Grace] WA Regional Tour - 2010

“A hard hitting play, thought provoking, uniquely Australian
and worth seeing” Australian Stage

“Darkly comic, richly imagined and highly complex yarn... a
theaftrical feast that is wryly satirical and heartbreakingly
moving. The direction is brave, bold and ballsy which
rewards the audience with a production that is challenging,
thought-provoking and carefully thought out.” Fremantle
Herald
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GRACE adapted by Humphrey Bower
from the novel by Robert Drewe

“An expose that engages, warns, guards, and finally,
celebrates Australian-branded courage and ‘salt of the

earth’ comic sensibility” artsHub [The Danger Age]
Victoria Hall, Fremantle — 2010

“Brilliant... Talented... Outstanding!’ In association with Perth International
Arts Festival

The Subiaco Post [The Lonely Hearts Club]

“"Deckchair scores. An assured directorial hand at work.”
The West Australian [Checklist for an Armed Robber]

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Dr Dorothy Wardale (Chairperson)
Mattie Turnbull (Secretary), Prudence Honey (Treasurer),
Barry Strickland (Deputy Chair), Drew Pearson, Brie
Summerton, Kirsty Hillhouse

THE DANGER AGE

STAFF:
by Kate Mulvany - 2010

Chris Bendall, Artistic Director / CEO
Jenni Cohen, Business and Venue Manager
Sian Roberts, Marketing & Communications Manager
Jasmyn Woodford, Administrative Coordinator -
Gareth Simmonds, Production Manager DECKCHN%

Jayde Clark Front of House Supervisor




JOURNEY WITH DECKCHAIR THEATRE!

PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES NOW AVAILABLE FOR 2012 SEASON.

Benefits include cross-promotional opportunities, brand exposure
through Deckchair marketing collateral and programmes as well as
on-site in our venue, online and social media promotion and signage
opportunities. We also offer unique corporate hospitality at our
beautiful heritage venue, Victoria Hall, or the opportunity for us to
come to you for corporate workshops. Naming rights opportunities are
also available.

Partnership with Deckchair Theatre contributes to building a strong community in Western
Australia. Deckchair’s projects are about initiating thought, debate and stretching the
imagination of Western Australians. Partners of Deckchair Theatre are known to be
community leaders, supporting and developing the lifestyles of all West Australians.
Deckchair Theatre has been an integral part of the WA community for over 28 years and
our commitment to our audiences includes reaching out to the broader community,
especially in WA's regional areas. In particular, our touring plans for 2012 offer a key
initiative in enriching the WA community by sharing stories about West Australians, about
life in Western Australia and adding cultural value to the lives of West Australians.

Partnership opportunities are available for businesses large or small, with benefits shaped
specifically to meet your business needs. Please contact with Jenni Cohen or Chris Bendall
to discuss further how a partnership with Deckchair Theatre can work for you.

ABOUT DECKCHAIR THEATRE - IN BRIEF

Who We Are
* Deckchair Theatre is a critically acclaimed, award-winning professional theatre
company based in Fremantle. The organisation’s work is recognised nationally and
internationally, touring to venues around the country as well as to arts festivals
abroad.
* Deckchair's three core strands of activity are to:

o presentinnovative, contemporary Australian theatre;

o commission Australian playwrights to create new theatrical works;

o develop an Artistic Hub at our home venue of Victoria Hall in Fremantle, to
support the development of independent and adventurous performing artists
and arts companies including emerging artists and emerging arts
organisations.

Our Point of Difference

* Uniquely Australian - Deckchair Theatre is one of only two organisations nationally
exclusively commissioning, creating and presenting contemporary Australian
theatre.

* Proudly West Australian — our focus is on developing, stories that celebrate West
Australia, inspired by the people, the history and the landscape of our home state.

* Diversity — our work celebrates the rich tapestry of multicultural Australia, creating
performances that speak to diverse audiences and portrays the full diversity of
contemporary Australian.

* Innovation — Deckchair promotes innovation and risk-taking in the arts. -
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ABOUT DECKCHAIR THEATRE - contd.

Value to the Community

* Yearround high quality professional performances
right in the heart of Fremantle bringing vitality and
life to the local area.

* Presentation of events that bring over 10,000 visitors “,
to Fremantle annually increasing the City of ”|
Fremantle and Western Australia’s profile as a
cultural destination both nationally and
internationally. ‘ -

* Touring of productions through regional Western
Australia including to remote communities, as well
as national touring to major cities right around the LORELEI
country. by Chris Bendall & Mark Storen, 2011

* Development of original theatrical works that define
our Australian identity and promote Western
Australian culture through the unique voice of
Australian playwrights and artists.

* Creation of events that enhance the cultural life
and artistic activity in Fremantle, and community
engagement with the arts.

* Presentation of forums and talks with local
community and schools during seasons to enhance
educational outcomes and cultural understanding
of the work presented.

* Education Program and active engagement of
youth audience for all our work, creating access
and opportunities to the Arts for the of our

community and the audiences of tomorrow THE LONELY HEARTS CLUB
by Chris Bendall & Cathie Travers, 2009
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Our Structure

* Deckchair Theatre Inc is a not for profit incorporated
association. We have tax-deductibility and income
tax exempt status, and are listed on the register of
Cultural Organisations under Subdivision 30-B of the
Income Tax Assessment Act 1997. The organisation is
managed by an Artistic Director / CEO along with a
small core auxillary staff, and governed by a Board
of Directors.

Current Partners

* Deckchairis financially supported by triennial
funding agreements with State and Federal
governments, as well as regular support from the
City of Fremantle and Healthway.

e Qur current corporate and philanthropic partners .
are listed on our website and on the final page of _ KRAKOUER! by Reg Cribb
this Company Profile. Victoria Hall, Eremon’rle - 2009

WA Regional Tour —2010

* Through our Membership program we also foster
relationships with a number of Fremantle businesses
and other arts and culture organisations
encouraging cross-promotion and increased
activity in Fremantle and surrounds.
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